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(FCC) chairman has claimed that the agency is “not a bottleneck” for
the US telecom sector despite the number of applications for its
spectrum having skyrocketed since its auctions began last year. FCC
Chairman Ajit Pai made the remarks during a speech at the US
Chamber of Commerce during which he laid out the plans for the
closing of the spectrum auctions, the US settlement with several
countries, and the consolidation of the telecommunications sector
over the next five years. “We are not a bottleneck to the market. And
we are certainly not a bottleneck to innovation and competition,” Pai
said, adding that the FCC, which has been heavily criticized for its
auction process, is committed to providing as many frequencies as
possible to wireless broadband providers so that consumers can
choose from “as many providers as possible.” There have been over
3,000 applications for the FCC’s spectrum in the auction, with most of
them focused on the mid-band frequencies, which could provide
consumers with broadband service at higher speeds than those
currently available. Pai, who earlier in the week was opposed to
unlimited waivers for mobile carriers that avoid roaming agreements,
appeared to soften his stance on those issues. In February, Pai
proposed extending the Mobile User Experience obligation (MUO)
waiver to the mid-band spectrum as well as expanding the waiver’s
scope to include the higher-frequency 600 MHz frequencies. However,
Pai announced that he had heard concerns from the wireless industry
that the number of waivers - currently set at 27 - could reach “a level
that could inhibit the growth of the wireless industry” and hinder the
“vigorous and forward-looking competition” in the wireless market.
Pai said that the FCC will extend MUO waivers for the spectrum blocks
that are still free but have not yet been auctioned “until we have seen
how this affects competition.” The FCC chairman also vowed to
continue to discourage “megamergers” by reviewing “unfair and anti-
competitive mergers” and by working with Congress to craft new
legislation to deal with the industry consolidation.Blumhouse
Productions has signed a deal to partner with CBS Films to develop
and produce new films. This news arrives as it is revealed that
Blumhouse
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